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10827 NE 68th Street, Suite B 
Kirkland, WA 98033 
Phone 425 827-4588 
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 1 EarthFax Engineering, Inc. 


Post-Remediation Monitoring 
Northwest Oil Drain Canal, Segment 1 


Salt Lake City, UT 
 


DATE: February 29, 2012 
TIME: 9:30 AM 
WEATHER: Cloudy, 35 degrees 
WIND DIRECTION: From the south, 5-20 mph, gusting to approximately 30 mph 
 
DEFINITIONS 
The following terms are used throughout this inspection report: 


• Debris Sample - A sample of debris or film taken from the bank using an extension rod and jar.  These 
samples are placed on a sorbent pad and are taken to confirm the presence of debris or scum behind 
the booms as these can look similar to oil or sheen when viewed from the bank.   


• Oil - Visible free oil on the water surface or coating on debris. 
• Scum - Accumulated film that is biological in origin.   
• Sheen - Sheens are described based on their color in accordance with the NOAA Shoreline Assessment 


Manual1


 


.  Colors used to describe sheens, from thickest to thinnest, are brown (0.003mm thick), 
rainbow (0.0003mm thick), and silver (0.00007mm thick). 


BOOM OBSERVATIONS  
Boom 1003+00 


• Small amount of plant debris and trash accumulation on south side of hard and soft booms.   
• No free oil, sheen, or scum observed behind the hard and soft booms.   


Boom 1013+00 
• 3 to 4-foot band of plant debris (mostly tumbleweed) accumulated on the south side of the boom.   
• No free oil, sheen, or scum observed behind the boom.   


Boom 1023+00 
• 2 to 3-foot band of plant debris (mostly tumbleweed) accumulated on the south side and extending 


under the boom.   
• No free oil, sheen, or scum observed behind the boom.   


Boom 1033+00 
• 2 to 3-foot band of plant debris (mostly tumbleweed) accumulated on the southeast side and 


extending under the boom.   
• No free oil, sheen, or scum observed behind the boom.   


 
 


                                                           
1 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  2000.  Shoreline Assessment Manual.  HAZMAT Report No. 2000-1.  
Seattle, Washington. 
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Boom Backflow Dam 
• 10 to 12-foot band of plant debris (mostly tumbleweed) accumulated on the south side of both the 


hard and soft booms. 
• Pocket of brown plant debris near the west bank of the canal.    
• No free oil, sheen, or scum observed behind either boom.   
• Debris sample contained no free oil, sheen, or hydrocarbon odor. 


 


SPA OUTFALL & CATCH BASIN 
• No flow from SPA outfall.   
• Water in the catch basin is up to the level of the outlet.   
• Scum and silver sheen are present on the water surface in the catch basin; coiled boom is absorbing 


portions of this and shows staining.  
• Oil-water separator elbow appears to be functioning as intended. 


 


SLOPE FAILURES 
None observed.   
 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 


• Boom surrounding the southeast SLC storm water outfall had some staining but no product or debris 
backup. 


• No oil or sheens were observed issuing from the banks.   
 
SUMMARY 
Recent high winds have brought tumbleweeds into the canal.  No sheens were observed behind the booms, on 
the canal’s surface water, or issuing from the banks.     
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 
 


 
 


Photo 1: Hard Boom at 1003+00 


 
 


 
 


Photo 2: Soft Boom at 1003+00 
 
 


 


Downstream 


Downstream 
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Cont): 
 


 
 


Photo 3: Soft Boom at 1013+00 
 
 


 
 


Photo 4: Soft Boom at 1023+00  
 


Downstream 


Downstream 
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Cont): 
 


  
 


Photo 5: Soft Boom at 1033+00  
 
 


 


 
 


Photo 6: Booms at Backflow Dam 
 
 
 


Downstream 


Downstream 
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Cont):  
 


 
 


Photo 7: Debris from Hard Boom at Backflow Dam 
 
 


 
 


Photo 8: SLC Storm Water Outfall Boom (boom not replaced) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Cont):  
 


 
 


Photo 9: SPA Catch Basin 
 
 


 
 


Photo 10: SPA Outfall 
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